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Our Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) tradition has a strong Celtic influence from our 
Scottish Presbyterian roots.  This summer we will celebrate the tradition of blessing prayers 

that has endured through centuries among the people called “Celts.” These blessings reveal a 
sense of the holy in every moment, in everything, in every person. This is a way of living–of 

observing and celebrating, blessing and being blessed by the ordinary acts and encounters  of 
life.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Triskelion - Irish symbol for family 



Preparing Our Hearts for Worship 
All hymns used in this Worship series are derived  

from Celtic (Irish, Scottish, Welsh) hymn tunes 

  
‘BLESS TO ME” WORSHIP SERIES 

This Sunday, Mother’s Day 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

THE PEOPLE OF GOD GATHER 
 

 
WELCOME   & INTRODUCTION                 Wilsonia Cherry 

                                   
 INTROIT     “Celtic Alleluia”      Walker/O’Carroll 

Vocal Ensemble:  Cheryl L. Tatham, Sally Coberly,    
Richard Sherman, Robert Solomon 

 
OPENING HYMN                          “Be Thou My Vision”                          [with Choir] 
 
SHARING OF PRAYERS AND CONCERNS                   Rev. Dr. Laird Thomason 
 

~ Moment for Silent Reflection ~ 
  
PASTORAL PRAYER & PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    

  
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
  

Seeking the Word 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS                                                         Wilsonia Cherry 
Psalm 65:9-13 and 1 John 4:16b-21 

 
MEDITATION     “The Practice of Pruning”            Rev. Thomason 
 

 … as We Give and Receive…  
 

THE INVITATION TO GIVE AND RECEIVE   
 
 



COMMUNION HYMN   “Loving Lord, As We Now Gather”                                  NC4 Choir    
 
PRAYER FOR THE ELEMENTS                                    Yvonne McGee 
  
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
           

 PARTAKING OF THE ELEMENTS OF BREAD AND CUP 
  

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION        “Cast Thy Burden Upon the Lord” from Elijah                Mendelssohn   
   

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

SHARING OF JOYS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

LITANY FOR MOTHER’S DAY                                              Wilsonia Cherry & Rev. Thomason 
(from Amy Young adapted by Pastor Bree Truax) 
 

Leader: This is the day the Lord has made! 
Congregation: We will rejoice and be glad in it! 

Leader: To those who are pregnant with new life, 
Congregation: we anticipate with you and pray that God will knit together the 
child in your womb. 

Leader: To those who gave birth this year to their first child 
Congregation: we celebrate with you! 

Leader: To those who lost a child this year. To those who experienced loss this year 
through miscarriage, failed adoptions, or accidents 
Congregation: we mourn with you. 

Leader: To those who walk the hard path of infertility, fraught with pokes, prods, 
tears, hopes that are dashed and disappointment 
Congregation: we walk with you. Forgive us when we say foolish things. We 
don’t mean to make this harder than it is. 

Leader: To those who are moms, foster moms, mentor moms, and spiritual moms 
Congregation: thank you! We need you. We appreciate you! 



Leader:  To those who experienced abuse at the hands of your own mother 
Congregation: we acknowledge your experience. We are sad with you. We pray for 
your healing. 

Leader:  To those who are caring for their mothers in the midst of medical needs 
Congregation: God sustain you. 

Leader: To those who whose mother died this year or in years past 
Congregation: we grieve with you. Peace to you. 

Leader:  This Mother’s Day, every day, we all walk together as the family of God. 
All are valued. All make a difference. For the mothers present and represented 
among us, we give extra thanksgiving today. 
Congregation: For their love, encouragement and strength, we thank the Lord. 

Leader:  Drawn together by the Spirit, we join with others as one family in worship, 
in prayer, in praise, in company.  We come to worship God and to grow in faith 
together. 
Congregation: Let us love one another as God first loved us.  Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN           “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry”                            NC4 Choir 
         

PASTORAL BENEDICTION   

 
CHORAL BENEDICTION     “Celtic Blessing”                                 NC4 Choir 

Trad. Irish blessing adapted by Douglas E. Wagner 
 

May the blessing of earth be with you, as you tread upon the sod, 
And when you rest beneath it, may your soul quickly fly to God. 

Refrain:  And ever as you wander 
Wherever you are led, 

May the grace of God’s protection 
Be always on your head. 

 
POSTLUDE         “Mother Machree”          Olcott/Ball 

Glenn Pearson, pianist 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
 
 



SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 
Rev. Dr. Laird Thomason, Preaching 

Wilsonia Cherry,  Reader 
Yvonne McGee, Elder at the Table 

  
 Prayer concerns & celebrations:  Our prayers are with those who are ill, injured, or 

facing/recovering from surgery, as well as with those around the world who suffer injustice, 
oppression, and   violence.  If you would like to share a prayer concern, please contact 

Rev. Tatham at 301-654-3631 or nc4pastor@gmail.com.  
  

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
CHURCH STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Cheryl L. Tatham, Minister 
Christine Schadeberg Wydro, Adult Choir Director 

Glenn Pearson, Pianist/Organist 
Eric Pernell, Custodian 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
8814 Kensington Parkway 
Chevy Chase, MD 20815 

Phone 301.654.3631  Fax 301.654.3632 
e-Mail: northchevychase58@gmail.com 

Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 
9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
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