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Vol. 24, Issue 12 DECEMBER  2020 
 
 

THE CHIMES 
 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 
Connecting Faith with Community 

ADVENT-CHRISTMAS 

THIS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29 

begins our Advent-Christmas 
Worship Series, “I Believe 
Even When…” 

The history of humanity is fraught with pain–
especially the pain that comes accompanied by fear 
and leads to oppression and violence of one people 
against another. This is the world into which Jesus 
was born and through which his teachings would 

challenge and call for transformation. The opening words of an anonymous Jewish poet, “I believe in 
the sun, even when the sun is not shining,” were scrawled on a wall during the Holocaust. This theme 
for the season calls us to examine our penchant for annihilating fear by annihilating each other. The 
power of narrative will call us to a different response– transformation and reconciliation through hope, 
love, joy, and peace. This Advent and Christmas, let us fill the night with music and light and affirm and 
act on the reasons why we can still “believe, even when” we are discouraged.  

Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday,  
December 16, 5:00 p.m. 
People have undergone unprecedented loss this year. Family and 
friends have succumbed to death in this pandemic, millions have lost 
economic security through loss of jobs, some have lost businesses they 
built over a lifetime. Most of us have lost our beloved rhythms of life that 
felt familiar and gave our lives the richness of gatherings and adventure. 
And we can name so many losses related to hatred and violence. 
 
On this night, for those who want to gather in-person on the front lawn of the Church (masked & 
socially distanced, and weather permitting) we will have a brief “Blue Christmas” service, 
acknowledging the losses of this year with candlelight.  The service will also be “zoomed” for those who 
are unable to be present physically. 
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 Parking Lot Party & Hands-On Outreach Project 
Tuesday evening, December 8, 5:00 p.m., Fire pit, hot cider and Hands-on 
Layette Kits!  Needed:  “Onesies”, baby clothes, receiving blankets (drop off at 
the church or order on Amazon and have them sent to Nancy Solomon’s 

address) 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

December Worship (Video & 11:30 a.m.Zoom) 
Sunday, November 29 – 1st Sunday of Advent  

“I Believe in the Sun: Hope for Tomorrow” – Isaiah 40:1-11, Mark 1:1-15 
Special Music:  NC4 Choir – “You Shall Know Him When He Comes”   
Elder:  Dot Harper;   Readers:  Sally Coberly, Yvonne McGee, Bill Wydro 
 

You are encouraged to have an advent candle of your own to use each week as we move 
through this Advent season.  It can simply be a votive candle that you light each week, or an 
Advent Wreath of your own making (or bought).    Below are some websites for making DIY 
Advent Wreaths.  
 
This ritual of candle-lighting draws us together as we worship and in between worship to help 
us prepare and welcome the Christ Child once again. 
 
Sunday, December 6  - 2nd Sunday of Advent 
”I Believe in Love: Daring Right Relationship”, Isaiah 7:14, Matthew 1:23 
Special Music: Sam Johnson, tenor soloist; NC4 Choir 

Elder:  Anne-Marie Crawford; Readers:  Wilsonia Cherry, Yvonne McGee, Anne-Marie 
Crawford 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16 – BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE, 5PM 
 

Sunday, December 13 – 3rd Sunday of Advent 
“I Believe in God: Ode to Joy”, Isaiah 57:15b, Luke 1:52 
Elder:  Yvonne McGee, Readers:  Cheryl Parsons, Lydia Oladapo 
 
Sunday, December 20 – 4th Sunday of Advent 
“I Believe in the Light: Illuminating Peace” 
Special Music:  NC4 Choir  
Elder:  Yvonne McGee;  Reader:  Richard Sherman, Cheryl Parsons 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24, CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLE-LIGHT COMMUNION 
SERVICE, 7:00 P.M.  “We Believe, Even Now” 
Elder:  Yvonne McGee; Readers: Anne-Marie Crawford, Ann McClure, Andrea Sherman 
 
Sunday, December 27 – First Sunday of Christmas 
Elder:  Anne-Marie Crawford; Readers:   TBA  (Sign up on Sign-Up Genius) 
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CHRISTMAS OFFERING  
Our gifts support the work of our Christian Church Capital 
Area Region this Christmas.   Our CCCA Region works on our 
behalf to 
• Connect congregations to each other 
• Foster faith development 
• Gather Disciples in camps, conferences, and assemblies 
• Nurture the development of a new generation of pastors 

• Assist churches in calling new ministers 
• Interpret the global mission of the Church 
• Represent the Church in ecumenical gatherings 
• Counsel and pray with those who are troubled of spirit 
• Lead the Church to address racism 
• Inspire leaders to experiment and create 
• Witness to the power of God to make things new 

The Christmas Special Day offering supports all of these and many other ministries of our region. 
  

Outreach News 
The Outreach Team is hosting another “hands-on” project for our 
Parking Lot Party on Tuesday evening, December 8, 5:00 p.m.    
The Team will host our layette collection for our Christmas 
project. 
 
And please continue to contribute to  the Week of Compassion. 

You can give directly at weekofcompassion.org  or contribute through your church giving. 
Week of Compassion.  There is so much need in our country and our world during these 
months of pandemic, so every dollar helps! 

Thank you for your generous support! 
NC4 Outreach Team 

 

Capital Campaign Renovation Update 
Things are moving ahead with the re-furbishing work on the 
kitchen and Harlow Hall.  The flooring is in the process of being 
laid and the contractors are continuing their work in the  kitchen, 
although installation of cabinetry will be coming a little later 
If you have not yet made a contribution to the  Capital Campaign, 

you are invited to do so!    
While we have had contributions are up to  $163,999.68,  

that leaves us far short of our $200,000 goal! 

Simply write your check, mark “Capital Campaign” in the memo, 
and mail to the church office. Our gratitude to Andrea Sherman 

who has facilitated this work, assisted by Sally Coberly Nancy 
Longo, and Dot Harper. 
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CELEBRATIONS AND NEWS…. 

 12/7 – Allanah George 

 12/7 – Charles   McGee 

 12/7 – Lydia Oladapo 

 12/8 – Arrey Takang 

 12/10 – Emmanuel Oladapo 

 12/12 – Dot Harper 

 12/14 – Joshua Gatera 

   12/17 – Mary Rice 

 12/17 – Christiana (Sherman) Haines 

 12/22 – Dotlyn Watson 

 12/26 – Anna Glen Padbury 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Rev. Dr. Cheryl L. Tatham, who celebrates 30 years of ordained 
ministry on December 23. 

 

 

 
Prayers for…  Eric P., GW Hospital; Karen B.(Frederick MD), back surgery; family of Kim 

& Laura Fisher, in the death of Kim’s father, John; family of Patti Horrall & André Wylie, in 
the death of André’s father, Knoble. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 
 CHURCH CALENDAR—If you need to schedule a meeting or are meeting vendors/workers 

here at the church PLEASE double check the church calendar posted on the Glass-way bulletin 
board or on line at http://www.nc4disciples.org/calendar OR EMAIL the church office and ask 
about available dates. 
 

 CHIMES—We would LOVE to have your articles, updates and information to put in the 
monthly CHIMES newsletter! Please be aware of the deadlines — THE 15TH OF THE 
MONTH. Information should be sent to northchevychase58@gmail.com 
 

The Church Office will remain closed to the public until further notice. 
Rev. Tatham is in the office during the mornings of Tuesday and Thursday, and available in 

case of pastoral emergencies by calling 301-335-7344. 
FOR UPDATES TO THE CHURCH CALENDAR 

Please contact the office at northchevychase58@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nc4disciples.org/calendar
mailto:northchevychase58@gmail.com
mailto:northchevychase58@gmail.com
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Advent / Christmas Calendar 202 

Sunday 

 

Monday 

 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Nov. 29 1st Sunday of 
Advent 

November 30 1 – WORLD AIDS 
DAY 

2 4 5 6 

 
Prepare a family Advent 
Wreath  & light the first 
PURPLE  candle and 
offer a prayer for HOPE.  
  

 
Post a “love 
you” note on the 
fridge for each 
family member 
(incl pets!) 
If single, write a 
love-note to 
yourself – you 
deserve it! 

 
Make a donation to a 

food bank today. 

 
Call a friend and tell 
them you’re thinking 
of them with lots of 
love! 

 
Share a past 
Christmas 
memory at the 
dinner table 
tonight. 
If single, write 
down a memory 
and reflect on 
what it signifies 
for you. 

 
Spend at least 30 
minutes in quiet, 
with a special 
Christmas 
reading. 

 
Call the oldest 
member of your 
family and wish them 
a peaceful day 

5 – 2nd Sunday of Advent 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 
Light two PURPLE  
candles this morning and 
offer a prayer of LOVE.  

 
Make a donation 
to a homeless 
shelter  

 
Purchase layette 
items and bring 
them to the Parking 
Lot Party Hands-
On evening  
(5:30.p,m) 
 

 
Invite your family in 
singing each 
member’s favorite 
Christmas song 
(If single, call a 
friend and sing to 
them!) 

 
Watch a 
favorite 
Christmas show 
today 

 
Make a list of 
everyone you’d 
like to see today, 
then write one of 
them a note. 

 
Spend time writing a 
note to a  family 
member who would 
“normally” be with at 
Christmas. 

12 – 3rd Sunday of 
Advent 

13 14 15 16 17 18 

 
Light two PURPLE & 
your PINK candle and 
offer a prayer of JOY. 

 
Make sure you 
smile at 
everyone today. 
 

 
Sit outside or 
where you can see 
out and write down 
the things in nature 
you are grateful 
for. 

 
Send some Christmas 
cards to a Veterans 
Home. 

 
Buy a “Secret 
Santa” toy and 
send it to a  
Children’s 
home. 

 
Wash the dishes 
today by hand and 
offer thanks for 
modern 
conveniences. 

 
Give someone in 
your “pod”  (the 
people/person you’ve 
been isolated with)  a 
bear hug. 

19 -4th Sunday of 
Advent 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

 
Add the last PURPLE 
candle and offer a prayer 
for PEACE. 

Make your offering to 
this year’s special day 
Christmas offering at 
https://disciplesmissionf
und.org/give/ 
 

 
Lead your 
family in sharing 
a special 
memory about 
one of your 
Christmas tree 
ornaments. 
 
If single, call a 
friend and share 
your stories 
about your 
favorite 
ornaments. 

 
Take a few 
moments before 
bedtime and offer a 
prayer for those 
you are spending 
Christmas with.  If 
spending it alone, 
offer a prayer for 
yourself – and 
promise yourself to 
celebrate Christmas 
with renewed hope 
for the future.  

 
Bake cookies and 
surprise a neighbor 
with them 

 

 

Before you get 

out of bed, offer 

a prayer for all of 

the families who 

have lost loved 

ones to COVID-

19. 

 

Sit quietly for a few 

minutes and be 

aware of the breath 

moving through 

your healthy lungs. 

 
 

Joy to the World!  

Light your WHITE 

candle and celebrate 

the birth of the Prince 

of Peace into our 

world! 

26 27 28   29 30 31  

 

Light all of your Advent-

Christmas candles, and 

sing Happy Birthday! 

 

What are your 

dreams for the 

New Year? Write 

them down, put 

them away to be 

pulled out next 

New Year’s Eve. 

 

Make a list of the 

first place you’d like 

to travel, when able. 

 

Jot down who the first 

people are that you’re 

going to visit, when 

possible. 

 

Spend today  

writing thank you 

notes to everyone 

that you heard 

from this 

Christmas. 

 

Stay up until the 

New Year arrives 

and offer a prayer 

for peace, justice, 

unity, and a brighter 

future for 2021. 
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northchevychase58@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   OPEN & AFFIRMING STATEMENT       
              
      

 North Chevy Chase Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), committed to connecting our faith to 
community, and believing that “Love does no wrong to neighbor” (Romans 10), declare 
ourselves a spiritual sanctuary from the fear, rejection, hate and violence of a world that judges 
and condemns people for being who God has created them to be. 
 
We proclaim God’s inclusive welcome to the Communion Table and welcome into full 

membership, participation, and leadership persons of every color and ethnicity, language, culture, 
nationality, age, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity and expression, physical and mental ability, 
economic status, familial status, and spiritual background. We also recognize that people find God in many 
ways, and we seek to support and af- firm them in their spiritual journeys. We ask only that each person 
be accorded the honor, respect, and dignity due a beloved child of God. 
 

Following the example of God’s beloved son, Jesus,  
 hereby declare ourselves to be an Open and Affirming church. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

North Chevy Chase Christian 
Church 8814 Kensington 
Parkway 
Chevy Chase, MD 20815 

TIME SENSITIVE PUBLICATION 
Please do not delay. 
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